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SUBJECT: SGB CONVENTION CALLS FOR 40 HOUR WEEK 

1. SUMMARY: AT ITS CONVENTION THE SWISS TRADE UNION 
FEDERATION S (SGB) MODERATE LEADERSHIP AGAIN DEMONSTRATED 
THAT IT IS IN FIRM CONTROL. SGBS PRINCIPAL GOAL WILL BE 
ACHIEVEMENT OF 40 HOUR WEEK. 

2. SGB MET FOR ITS TRIANNUAL CONVENTION NOV 20-22. AS 

USUAL, THE MODERATES WHO FAVOR NEGOTIATIONS WITH MANAGEMENT 
RATHER THAN CONFRONTATION HAD NO DIFFICULTY IN TURNING ASIDE 
THE MORE RADICAL DEMANDS OF THE SMALL BUT VOCAL MINORITY ON 
THE LEFT. THE ECONOMIC RECESSION HAD LED TO INCREASED INTEREST 
IN THE CONVENTION AND ALSO IN INCREASED SGB MEMBERSHIP, WHICH 
CURRENTLY STANDS AT 455,000. 

3. CONVENTION ADOPTED RECOMMENDATION THAT IT SEEK 
40-HOUR WEEK WITHOUT PAY REDUCTION AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE 
THROUGH COLLECTIVE BARGAINING. (SWISS CURRENTLY WORK 
AVEREAGE OF 44 HOURS). AT SAME TIME IT AUTHORIZED PREPARATION 
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NEGOTIATIONS. SWISS FEDERATION OF EMPLOYERS IMMEDIATELY 
RESPONDED WITH CONCILIATORY STATEMENT WHICH AUGURS WELL 
FOR ACHIEVEMENT OF SGB'S CURRENT CHIEF GOAL IN REASONABLE 
TIMEFRAME. 

4. ON OTHER ISSUES, SGB VOTED TO GIVE PRECEDENCE TO 
EXPANSION OF THE NATIONAL PENSION SYSTEM OVER REDUCTION 
OF PENSION ELIGIBILITY AGE TO 60 FOR MEN AND 58 FOR WOMEN. 

5. ONE HOTLY DEBATED ISSUE WAS THAT OF CREATING A FEDERATION 
NEWSPAPER. WHICH THE LARGE MEMBER UNIONS OPPOSED FOR FEAR 
IT WOULD COMPETE WITH THEIR OWN PUBLICATIONS. IN THE END, 

SGB AGREE TO MORE MODEST PROJECT OF PREPARING TEXTS FOR 
INCORPORATION IN THE MEMBER UNIONS' PAPERS. 

6. AS USUAL, THERE WAS NO DISCUSSION OF FOREIGN OR POLITICAL 
ISSUES. 

7. SGB ATTENTION NOW LIKELY TO TURN TO SGB-SPONSORED 
INITIATIVE FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF CO-DETERMINATION PROCEDURE, 
VERY SIMILAR TO FRG'S MITBESTIMMUNG MODEL. INITIATIVE 
(POPULAR LEGISLATION) VOTE SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 21, 1976). 

EVEN SGB CONCEDES INITIATIVE HAS NO CHANCE OF SUCCESS. 

BUT WANTS TO GO THROUGH WITH THE EXERCISE IN ORDER TO 
EDUCATE THE PUBLIC ON THE ISSUE. 
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